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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
4/24/2008 has been entered. 

Claims 1-27 are amended for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1,13 recites the limitation "enhanced content programming", claim 16 
cites, "enhanced programming, ...said programming". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

For the purpose of examination, examiner interprets the above as follows: 

"enhanced content programming" as "enhanced video based content 
programming". 
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""enhanced programming... said programming" as "enhanced video based 
content programming". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wasilewski et al (us pat 6,424,714) (hereinafter Was) in view of Brown (us pat 
5,857,190). 

As regarding claim 1 , Was discloses a method of securely providing contents 
such as interactive video, movie on demand, audio etc... (see Was col.1, lines 21-29) 
from plurality of providers (see Was figure 1 , providers) to receiver (see Was figure 1 , 
stu 90) over a network that control by the network operator (see Was figure. 1 , item 
120); determining if the providers are authorized to send content to receiver, if yes then 
the connection to the receiver will be allowed (see Was col. 22, lines 1 1 -31 ). 

Was does not specifically discloses the network operator monitor each of a 
plurality of user transactions between receiver and content providers and extracting 
transaction information from at least a portion of said plurality of user transactions; 



Application/Control Number: 09/635,723 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2146 

storing said extracted transaction information in a data base controlled by a 
third party; forming a user profile based on a combination of at least a portion of said 
extracted transaction information; identifying particular enhanced content programming 
based on said user; providing the user with an option to view said identified particular 
enhanced content programming. 

Brown teaches the concept of monitor each of a plurality of user transactions 
between receiver and content providers (see Brown col.1, lines 38-55, monitoring usage 
patterns) and extracting transaction information from at least a portion of said plurality of 
user transactions (see Brown col. 3, lines 7-21, log the monitored information); storing 
said extracted transaction information in a data base controlled by a third party (see 
Brown col. 3, lines 12-21, store the log event information at the remote database); 
forming a user profile based on a combination of at least a portion of said 
extracted transaction information (see col.3, lines 17-21, log event reflect the usage 
pattern); identifying particular enhanced content programming based on said user 
profile (see Brown col.1 , lines 44-47, provide interactive content to user that the user is 
interested in certain usage patterns); providing the user with an option to view said 
identified particular enhanced content programming (see Brown col.1, lines 21-36, 
offering interactive content to viewer). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the monitoring, extracting functionality into the 
operator of Was, because both Was and Brown discloses inventions concerning 
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providing interactive content over a network, for the purpose of allowing the viewer to 
view the content with flexibility and enhance manner. 

As regarding claim 2, Was-Brown discloses said portion of said plurality of user 
transactions from which transaction information is extracted are those use transactions 
that have been finalized by the user (see Brown col. 6, lines 45-57). The same 
motivation was utilized in claim 1 applied equally well to claim 2. 

As regarding claim 3, Was-Brown discloses said transaction information is based 
on criteria set by the network operator (see Brown col. 7, lines 54-67). The same 
motivation was utilized in claim 1 applied equally well to claim 3. 

As regarding claim 4, Was-Brown discloses said extracted transaction 
information is based on criteria set by user (see Brown col. 6, lines 45-57). The same 
motivation was utilized in claim 1 applied equally well to claim 4. 

As regarding claim 5, Was-Brown discloses said extracted transaction 
information is based on criteria set by a third party other than said network operator 
(see Brown col. 6, lines 45-57). The same motivation was utilized in claim 1 applied 
equally well to claim 5. 



Application/Control Number: 09/635,723 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2146 

As regarding claim 6, Was-Brown discloses wherein said extracted transaction 
information includes goods or services category information (see Brown col. 8, lines 1- 
34). The same motivation was utilized in claim 1 applied equally well to claim 6. 

As regarding claim 7, Was-Brown discloses wherein said user profile is formed 
automatically if a pre-existing user profile for a particular user was not present after two 
or more user transactions have been monitored (see Brown col. 7, lines 33-58). The 
same motivation was utilized in claim 1 applied equally well to claim 7. 

As regarding claim 8, Was-Brown discloses periodically updating said user profile 
(see Brown col. 7, lines 33-58). The same motivation was utilized in claim 1 applied 
equally well to claim 8. 

As regarding claim 9, Was-Brown discloses comprising the step of continuously 
updated said user profile (see Brown col. 7, lines 33-58). The same motivation was 
utilized in claim 1 applied equally well to claim 9. 

As regarding claim 10, Was-Brown discloses wherein said providing step is 
performed in response to the step of receiving a user request for said particular 
enhanced content programming (see Brown col. 7, lines 33-58). The same motivation 
was utilized in claim 1 applied equally well to claim 10. 
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As regarding claim 1 1 , Was-Brown discloses wherein said providing step is 
performed in response to the steps of requesting specific enhanced content 
programming, said requesting step performed by the user, wherein said particular 
enhanced content programming is substituted for said requested specific 
enhanced content programming in response to an instruction by said network 
operator (see Brown col.1, lines 20-56). The same motivation was utilized in claim 1 
applied equally well to claim 1 1 . 

As regarding claim 12, Was-Brown discloses wherein said providing step is 
performed in response to the step of requesting specific enhanced content 
programming, said requesting step performed by the user, wherein said particular 
enhanced programming is provided in addition to said requested specific 
enhanced content programming in response to instruction by said network 
operator (see Brown col.1, lines 20-56). The same motivation was utilized in claim 1 
applied equally well to claim 1 2. 

As regarding claims 1 3-1 5, limitations of claims 1 3-1 5 are similar to limitations of 
rejected claims 1-12, therefore rejected for the same rationale. 

As regarding claims 1 6-1 7, 21-27, limitations of claims 1 6-1 7, 21-27 are similar to 
limitations of rejected claims 1-12, therefore rejected for the same rationale. 
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As regarding claim 18, Was-Brown discloses receiver is at least one of a set top 
boxes, a telephone, a personal digital assistance, and a computer (see Howe col.1, 
lines 50-67). 

As regarding claim 19, Was-Brown discloses wherein said network is at least one 
consisting of cable, fiber optics, telephone lines, terrestrial broadcast systems, and 
satellite broadcast systems (see Was col.1 , lines 42-49). 

As regarding claim 20, Was-Brown discloses a display coupled to said receiver 
for displaying both said standard programming and said enhanced content 
programming (see Was col .5, lines 31-49). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DUYEN M. DOAN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4226. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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